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Dear Members,
It is just two months since starting the new Zonta
biennium and I am very impressed with the
ongoing work of clubs in District 23. Despite
some clubs still being in Covid19 lock down, and
others having slowly resumed face to face
meetings and events, the variety of service and
fundraising is inspiring. Please take the time to
check out the reports of what has been
happening around our widespread District.
Your District Board has already met twice, as
well as holding the AGM for the organisation. Presidents have been issued with
the District Goals for 2020-2022and we encourage all clubs to use these goals
when planning for the biennium.
Our Newsflash is full of information from your District leaders and I encourage you
to read their reports, especially our new Zonta Says Now for Climate
Action which has its own website. Please note that this logo and program is an
action our District is taking in line with a statement yet to be issued from Zonta
International on Climate Change and its impact on women.
It is with sadness that I will attend the memorial service for past District Board
member Jane Moulden in Dunsborough on 11th October. I have passed on the

District's condolences to both her family and the ZC of
Dunsborough.
Sandra Burns
Governor 2020-2022
Zonta Club of Perth Inc

In Memoriam - Jane Moulden
We were shocked and saddened to learn that our dear
Zonta friend and colleague Jane Moulden passed
away suddenly on 8 September..
Jane had been a member of the Zonta Club of
Dunsborough for 20 years. She served as Area 3
Director from 2014-2016 and was a member of the
District 23 Advocacy Committee from 2018-2020.
Jane was passionate about Zonta, always advocating
for women's rights. She was one of the members
involved in the formation of the Geographe Bay Z Club which won a ZI Emma L
Conlon Service Award this year.
Jane will be missed by many.

(Photo Credit: Dawn

Newman)

Warming to global warming
Carole Theobald, D23 Futurist/Leadership

How do you feel about climate change?
Do you see it as:
•

Something you would rather not think about as it is too scary?

•

A big problem that is unsolvable?

•

Something you want to know more about but don’t know where to start?

•

A huge opportunity – if we can get our act together?

According to Christiana Figueres, leader of the 2015 UN Paris accord,
'educating young women and empowering women to come to decision-making
tables is the strongest thing that we can do for the climate. When there are more
women in boardrooms and in high-level positions in institutions, you get decisions
that are wiser and longer term.'
Zontians are all about educating and empowering women – so we have a key role
to play in climate change. Together we can demystify climate change, take small
steps to make a difference, find a way through the maze of information, and
empower ourselves and others to be part of the solution.

Zonta Says NOW to Climate Action is District 23’s way of making a difference.
Want to be part of it? Subscribe to the Zonta for Climate Action Think Tank today
or email Carole at zonta4ca@gmail.com.

Funds for Beirut

I am overwhelmed and amazed at the generosity
of our Zonta Clubs and some individual Zonta
Members who collectively, have
donated over $9,000 for the Zonta Club of Beirut
to help with the rehousing and support for women
and children in their community following the
horrific explosion in their city.
Your kindness will have a huge impact on the
work they can do to try to resurrect their city. Thank you District 23
Zontians,
D23 Governor Sandra

Service
Di Hillman - Chairman

As a new biennium begins, it’s appropriate
to remind members of the difference
between service projects and advocacy
actions:
•

Service entails a hands-on
approach with active participation from
members.
•
Advocacy actions are taken to
empower women and girls and promote
and protect their human rights.
Both can involve partnering with likeminded organisations and advocacy is
desirable in service projects. A focus on
Zonta’s mission should be at the heart of all service projects.
CLICK HERE to read Di's report.

Amelia Earhart Fellowship 2021
Jasmine Koch - Coordinator

The Amelia Earhart (AE) Fellowship was
established in 1938 in honour of famed pilot
and Zontian, Amelia Earhart who actively
promoted the ideals of Zonta by encouraging
women to take on roles in non-traditional fields.
Zonta was the only non-aviation organisation to
which she belonged.
The US$10,000 AE Fellowship is awarded
annually to up to 35 women pursuing
Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospace engineering and space sciences. Since the
program’s inception, Zonta has awarded 1,638 Amelia Earhart Fellowships,
totalling more than US$10.6 million to 1,209 women representing 73 countries.

These fellowships are made possible by generous contributions to the ZIF Amelia
Earhart Fellowship Fund.
In May 2020, 35 AE Fellowships were awarded to exceptional women from 14
countries pursuing Ph.D/Doctoral degrees in aerospace engineering or space
sciences. Their biographies are available on the ZI website.
To be considered for the 2021 Amelia Earhart Fellowships, all applications are to
be completed in English and submitted online with all materials by 15 November
2020. Hard copy and email applications will not be accepted.
So, there is still time for clubs to liaise with local universities to promote the
program and connect with potential eligible applicants.
Applicants may only apply for the 2021 Amelia Earhart Fellowships using the
online application form at https://zontainternational.awardspring.com/
For more background information on the Amelia Earhart Fellowship visit the Zonta
International website at zonta.org/AEFellowship

Young Women in Public Affairs Award
Yvonne Lockwood - Coordinator

The YWPA application form for 2021, poster
and relevant documentation are now available.
I encourage every club in District 23 to appoint
a YWPA Chairman who can study the material
on the Zonta International website.
The deadline for submission of Club awardees
to the District 23 Coordinator is no later
than 1st April 2021.
Clubs must decide on the deadline for
submission of the applications to their own
club.

Access award documents here.
CLICK HERE to read the YWPA report.
Congratulations to Britney Pham, the recipient of our 2020 District 23 YWPA
Award. Her biography has appeared on our District Facebook page, and has also
been uploaded onto our district website.
CLICK HERE to read about Britney if you haven't seen the district
announcements.

Celebrate Achievements in Gender Equality in 2020
Alwyn Friedersdorff - UN Coordinator

I attended a Zoom presentation (along with 500
others!) hosted by UNESCO staff for
International Literacy Day. Most impressive
speaker was the dynamic Rita Bissounath from
Africa whose main message was that girls are
more at risk than boys during school closures.
Schools are safe places from exploitation,
sexual abuse, trafficking or child marriage.
I also sat in on a Global Women’s Summit on
Megatrends – exploring how the pandemic has
changed the ways people connect, consume, work, get educated and socialise
and in what way these patterns affect the re-set world that emerges. So many
interesting things!
COVID-19 has turned our attention to many negative impacts but there are some
milestones in gender equality that are worth celebrating as they were achieved in
2020.
CLICK HERE to see some great things that have occurred in the name of
achieving SDG 5 that I received from UN Women Australia. Celebrate
Achievements in Gender Equality in 2020.

Advocacy
Christine Hepburn - Chairman

Advocacy starts with awareness, moves to
identify a topic and those involved, creates a plan
forward, which is then followed by a timeline of
action or actions toward your identified goal.
CLICK HERE to read Christine's report.

Zonta International Foundation (ZIF)
Eronwy Edwards - Ambassador

I have attended an excellent webinar for
Foundation Ambassadors where we learned
more about Zonta International's partnership
with UNICEF USA, including the continuation of
Zonta's support for Let Us Learn Madagascar
and the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to
End Child Marriage, as well as a new initiative
to support adolescent girls' health and
protection in Peru.
There were informative updates on progress
and some powerful videos. I hope that these resources will soon be available to
share.
In the meantime, I encourage you to visit the Zonta International website and

explore the list of Zonta Talks that are available, covering everything from
Advocacy, International Programmes, Covid-19 Responses and more.
From District 23's Facebook post

Membership
Kay Stewart - Lt Governor & Membership Chairman

Zonta e-Clubs
Are you finding it difficult to attend club
meetings? Often away on work
commitments? Lack of childcare?
Transport problems? Health issues?

An e-Club could be the
answer!

An e-Club has all the rights and responsibilities of a traditional Zonta club. It is a
club that simply holds its club meetings, business
and projects electronically.
We are keen to set up one or more e-Clubs in
District 23. It doesn’t matter where you live, in
fact this could provide an opportunity to interact
with people from right across the District.
If you are interested, or know someone who may
be interested e.g., in an area remote from a Zonta
Club, please contact Kay Stewartat kay.stewart@monash.edu so we can get the
ball rolling!

Public Relations and Communications
Jo Wittorff - Chairman

The PR & Communications Committee has several
important roles and responsibilities which are outlined in
the District Manual. READ MORE
Club PR & Communications Chairmen are top of the
list of people that our committee should communicate
with, but to be able to do this, we need to know who you
are!
I ask all club PR&C chairmen (or the member who
coordinates club PR&C if no separate committee) to
email me please. Our committee aims to build up an interactive PR group to share
expertise, information, practical ideas and tips and also problem solve if the need
arises. I believe we can all learn a lot from each other.
Brand Identity is extremely important to our organisation. To bring you up to
date, here is a link to the ZI Branding Guidelines webinar. It's well worth
watching.
CLICK HERE to access Zonta's Brand Identity Guidelines. It is a great idea to
have the short version on your desktop for easy reference.
Club PR & Communications Chairmen or Coordinators, why not CLICK
HERE now to email Jo and introduce yourself!

Birthing Kit Project
Julie Monis-Ivett OAM
National Coordinator of Zonta Birthing Kit Project

Why the need for change?
Julie explains......
As a Zonta club member and board member of
the BKFA, I recognise that many Zontians are
asking questions regarding the branding of the
commercial arm of the BKFA as Kit International
(KI). Note that the Birthing Kit Foundation
(Australia) is the overarching organisation and
still exists and KI is the commercial / innovation
arm. If you are on facebook, instagram or a BKFA member receiving newsletters,
all of this has been explained many times.
Many Zontians are not on social media or BKFA members and for some the
change was unexpected and in this COVID world another thing to grieve.
CLICK HERE to read Julie's full report.
CLICK HERE to go to the BKFA website.

Congratulations and thank you to Vicki
Moir, ZC of Perth Northern Suburbs who is our
new District 23 Birthing Kit Project Coordinator.

AREA 1 - Metro & Eastern Victoria
Due to the Victorian Isolation, Area 1
clubs are operating via Zoom. However,
Area 1 Director Trish McLean reports,
"Clubs have been able to organise
interesting guest speakers and the upside
of Zoom meetings is that it has allowed
members to join other Area 1 clubs ...."
Image: Melbourne on Yarra's flyer for
their unique fundraiser - an online Film
Festival!

CLICK HERE for Area 1 report.

AREA 2 - South Australia & NT
Area 2 held their last Area 2 Advocacy
Workshop for 2020 with three great
speakers. The Zonta Club of Noarlunga
Southern Vales (NSV) managed the event
on the theme of Awareness to Action. The
workshop was held both face to face and
via Zoom.
Congratulations to NSV on a successful
and powerful workshop.
CLICK HERE for Area 2 report.

AREA 3 - Western Australia
Presidents’ Zoom Meeting -15th August:
Attendees shared their initiatives and
concerns for our clubs’ future. Advocacy
and sustainability featured as common
themes along with the agreement that we
all endeavour to make our meetings
interesting, professional, informative, and
incorporating fun and fellowship.
CLICK HERE for Area 3 report

AREA 4 - Western & Northern
Victoria
While fellowship can be a challenge in
Victoria at this time, Area 4 Director Eloise
Forbes reports, "Clubs are finding new
ways to stay connected, with virtual coffee
catch ups, online cooking classes - it’s
wonderful to see resilience in action!"
This image from Kyneton's facebook page
says it all!
CLICK HERE for 4 report.

AREA 5 - Tasmania
Image: Area 5 Director Vicki CarmanBrown announces the Zonta Emerging
Artist Award multimedia prize in July.
Since 2002, all five Zonta Clubs in
Tasmania have been proud to give ongoing support to Tasmanian women in the
Arts.
Area 5 is growing, with Cradle Coast and
Hobart Derwent each inducting four new
members in September.
CLICK HERE for Area 5 report.

Ann Horrocks is the Regional Contact for
Judy Rothe has been appointed to
the Zonta International Z and Golden Z

the ZIF Endowment Committee and is
regional representative for Areas 1 and 4.

Committee.
Judy is also the District Project
Coordinator for the Mental Health First Aid
(MHFA) Project. Despite being unwell

Representatives in other Areas:
Area 2: Liz Bice, Area 3: Carole Theobald
and Liz Woodgate, Area 5: Julie Wiltshire

recently she is recovering well and can be
contacted via email or phone (refer to D23

CLICK HERE to read Ann's report.

District Directory).

Area Workshop Dates 2021
Area 3
Area 2

27th March
17th April

Areas 1 & 4
8th May
Area 5
15th May
(Also ZC Hobart's 50th Anniversary!)

District 23 Conference 2021

Co-Chairs, past District Governor Jane Adornetto and past International
Director, Judy Gorton are excited to invite you to “save the date” for the
th
16 District 23 Conference in Bendigo, Victoria on 10-12 September 2021.
CLICK HERE and meet your conference conveners.

EDITOR'S NOTE
We hope you enjoy this Newsflash in its new format.
We would welcome any feeback.
Jane Smith, NewsFlash Editor

Founded in 1919, Zonta International is a global organisation of professionals empowering women
worldwide through service and advocacy.
This is the official newsletter of Zonta International District 23.
Governor: Sandra Burns
Our email address is: zontadistrict23@yahoo.com.au
Copyright © 2020 Zonta International District 23, All rights reserved.
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

