
  

 

2025 Conference Newsletter Issue 2, February 2025 
 

 

A Message from Governor Debbie 
  
Hello Everyone, time for a D23 Conference update to keep you all informed and 
enthusiastic as you plan your trip. 
  
The Conference Committee has been hard at work putting together a fabulous 
program of speakers and events including a fantastic Dine Around Devonport 
program for the Friday evening after our Opening Ceremony and the first business 
session concludes.  Devonport has some amazing restaurants and cafes to 
choose from.  More information will be available in the next Newsletter and at 
Registration. 
  
Due to sponsorship already received, we believe the registration cost will come in 
without an increase from our 2023 Conference in Bunbury.   Registration will open 
in the coming months. 
  
Reminder to Clubs:    The deadline for any proposed changes to Zonta 
International By Laws and Resolutions or to  Zonta District 23’s Rules of Procedure 
or Constitution are due to District By-Laws Chair, Jane Adornetto 
(janeadornetto@gmail.com) by 28th February 2025. 
  
On Saturday afternoon we will be holding 3 Learning Cafes.  You will be able to 
choose which one you would like to attend during the registration process.  More 
information will be available in our next issue however the topics are:  
  

1. Advocacy – Amplifying our Voices – led by Area 2 Director Jenni Foreman 
2. Unlocking Club Success in Zonta – led by D23 member Trish Goodfield 
3. Zonta Says Now Climate Emergency Preparedness Plan – led by Carole 

Theobald, Zonta Says NOW Working Group Chair 2024-2026 
  
On Sunday morning our program will include the celebration of our District 
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Awards. 
Award Criteria and nomination forms are available on our District website for: 
Governor’s Award - Heide Taylor  
Greater Visibility Awards 
Advocacy & Service Awards 
  
https://www.zontadistrict23.org.au/what-we-do/awards/district-23-awards/ 
  
Marketplace applications are now open so book your place early.  The Registration 
form and further information can be found on our D23 website: 
  
https://www.zontadistrict23.org.au/district-23-conference/ 
  
If you have any questions or queries of the Conference Committee, please email 
them on zontad23@gmail.com    Look forward to seeing you in Devonport. 
  
Regards 
  
Debbie 
Debbie Schmidt 
Governor 2024-2026 
Zonta International District 23 
  
  

 

https://zontadistrict23.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8768fff487017ab980483a15e&id=e9528e71dc&e=b2c0a7d414
https://zontadistrict23.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8768fff487017ab980483a15e&id=90a2c21a18&e=b2c0a7d414
mailto:zontad23@gmail.com


 

 
 
                    
Paranaple Convention Centre Gala Dinner 
 
 
You will enjoy the best dinner view in Devonport with your welcome drink, canapés 
and a two-course dinner. Mingle over the canapés whilst watching the new 
Devonport Light Show below and The Spiritsailing out to sea. All from three floors 
up and to the strains of the talented live band, “The Opportunists”. They will have 
you entertained throughout dinner and then encourage you to dance afterwards! 
 
  

 

Conference Speaker 
 

    
  



  
 
 
  
Christine Finnegan is the Chief Executive Officer of the Tasmania JackJumpers.  
 
Christine joined the club from its inception to the National Basketball League in 
2020 and has played a pivotal role in the club’s ongoing success both on and off 
the court, culminating in the 2024 NBL Championship, which created history in the 
Australian Sporting Landscape.  
  
Christine has over 25 years of experience in professional sport commencing her 



 

career at Tennis Australia and progressing through the ranks of three football codes 
including Rugby Union (ACT Brumbies and Melbourne Rebels); Rugby League 
(Melbourne Storm); AFL (AFL Players Association and St Kilda Football Club) as 
well as the Commonwealth Games. 
  
Christine is a people-driven leader with expertise in brand and commercial 
operations. She was also part of the inaugural AFL Women in Leadership Program 
and the AFL Executive Leadership Program which has nurtured up and coming 
talent to Chief Executive roles.  She is a passionate advocate for women to find 
pathways in male dominated environments, particularly in the sports industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Travel Options 
 

 

                        
Flights and Ferry Services 
Direct Qantas daily flights between Melbourne and Devonport  
Please check Virgin and Qantas for direct flights from Perth and Adelaide to 
Launceston 
 
NB Car hire is recommended from Launceston 
 
Bus services from the airport into Launceston City are no longer available 
From Launceston City take the Kinetic Bus to Devonport. Limited to three trips a 
day 
Contact Kinetic (formerly Redline) on 1300 360 000 for intercity transport 
 
Spirit of Tasmania Ferries sail daily between Geelong and Devonport 
Book: https://book.spiritoftasmania.com.au 
Please note that caravan or motorhome bookings fill up quickly and need to be 
made as early as possible. 
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Accommodation Options 
 

 

 
 
Link for your discount bookings at Novotel Devonport (Conference Hotel) 
https://www.idem.events/r/zonta-international-district-23-conference 

• Standard room is $180 
• Superior Room $200 
• Deluxe Room $225 
• Breakfast can be added at a discount price of $25pp, down from $35pp 

  
2 Best Street, Cnr Rooke St, Devonport 
  
  
Also, the Gateway Hotel is happy to offer the following rates for the Zonta District 
23 Conference: 

• Studio King - $145.00 per room per night 
• Executive King or Twin - $169.00 per room per night 
• Deluxe Spa King - $209.00 per room per night 
• Buffet Breakfast - $24.00pp if pre-booked 

Guests would need to call or email directly and mention the Zonta Conference to 
be offered these discounted rates. 
Credit card details will be required to hold rooms; however, payment is not 
required until arrival. 
If you would like any further information, please contact the Gateway Hotel,  
16 Fenton Street, Devonport. Phone: 03 6424 4922 
Email: gatewayinnaccommodation@alhgroup.com.au 
  
Explore the many other options available e.g., Apartments, Airbnb, caravan parks, 
etc.       
 
 
To learn more about Devonport and its surrounds, please visit the links below 
Visitor Information - Visit Devonport 
North West Tasmania 
Tasmanian Travel and Information Centre - Tasmanian Travel and Information 
Centre | Explore Tassie 
 
  
  

 

Your Conference Team 
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Conference Committee 
      Governor – Debbie Schmidt, ZC Geelong 
      Chair – Julia Taylor, ZC Devonport 
      Secretary – Vicki Carman-Brown, ZC Devonport 
      Treasurer – Jo Clayton, ZC Devonport 
 
Committee Members 
     Jill Taylor – Area 5 Director, ZC Hobart 
     Jeannette Lander – ZC Devonport 
     Ann Horrocks - ZC Bendigo 
 
 
 
  
Conference email:  zontad23@gmail.com 
     Please contact us with any queries at this dedicated conference email account. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

      
Looking forward to welcoming you to Devonport,  
The City with Spirit and Australia’s Top Tourism Town 2024! 
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This is the official newsletter of Zonta International District 23, 
 2025 Conference  - Devonport, Tasmania  
 
Governor: Debbie Schmidt 
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