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A WORD FROM WENDY  ... 
 
 
Welcome to the 2026-2028 biennium.   
 
This is my first edition of the District 23 Newsflash.  It is my very great honour to 
serve as D23 Governor for the next two years.  Working closely with the new 
District 23 Board and our team of District Leaders and Club Presidents, I look 
forward to what we will achieve together as we strive to build a better world for 
women as girls.   
The new District 23 Board met for the first time this biennium in Hobart from the 
14th-16th August and we are now open for business.    As well as getting to know 
each other much better we were also able to agree on some key dates and discuss 
some urgent business.  We have agreed on the dates for our Area Meetings in 2027 



 

so they are included in this Newsflash.   Jill Taylor, our new Secretary is working on 
the District Directory and a Calendar of Key Events.  These are not quite ready but 
will be distributed in September.      
 
This first edition of the newsletter will include: 
•    Highlights from the recent Zonta International Convention in Vancouver 
•    Summary of Business Decisions from Convention 
•    An Introduction to our D23 Board 
•    Announcement of our key District Leaders    
•    Dates and venues of our 2027 Area Meetings/Workshops 
•    Blueprint for the Future: Call to Action D23 Consultation   
 
 
  
Wendy 
Wendy Quinn 
Governor 2026-2028 
 
  

 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
 

                                                    

 



Carole Theobald and Wendy Quinn: Opening Day of the Convention 
 
 
  
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION.... 
 
Attending a Zonta International Convention is always exciting and inspiring and the 
Vancouver Convention did not disappoint.    
 
District 23 attendees led the way with the Zonta Says Now Walk prior to the 
commencement of the Convention.   
 
We also enthusiastically joined the attendees from the other two Australian 
Districts to noisily proclaim our presence at the Opening Ceremony.    
 
Attendees and guest partners enjoyed connecting with over 1,000 attendees from 
all around the world.  It was a busy time of meeting up with friends from the past, 
making new friends, sharing Zonta Spirit and being inspired by Key Note Speakers 
.  We were encouraged by the work that we have already achieved and focused on 
making decisions for the next two years to further enable our collective work and 
mission.   Delegates diligently attended the business sessions and voted on our 
behalf including making decisions on the funding for our service projects for the 
next two years.   
 
These include: 

• Ending Child Marriage through UNFPA  and UNICEF; 
• Gender Transformation in Climate Adaptation through IFAD; 
• Continuation of LAAHA: A Virtual Space for Women and Girls through 

UNICEF; and  
• Our new Delegate’s Choice project; Standing with Afghan Women; 

Expanding Community-led Solutions to End Gender-based Violence 
through UN Women.     

 
We were all made aware of the significant changes that are being proposed for our 
Zonta International world in the coming years with a couple of the Business 
Sessions featuring the Blueprint for the Future.  At the request of attendees, the 
period for consultation and feedback has been extended to the end of October. 
More about that later in the Newsletter.   
 
We acknowledged the significant work of Salla Tuominen, International President 
leading the international board and committees over the last two years.  We 
celebrated the installation of the new International President, Fernanda Gallo 
Freschi, President Elect, Sandy Venn-Brown, the new International Board and the 
Governors for our 32 Districts around the world. 
 
D23 Zontians are proud of all that was achieved in the 2024-2026 biennium and 



 

deeply thankful to outgoing Governor Debbie Schmidt and the 2024-2026 District 
board for their leadership.        
 
 
  

 

                               

  
 
District 23 Leading the way at the Zonta Says Now Walk in Vancouver in the lead 
up to the Convention. 



 

                

 
                                   District 23 attendees at the Vancouver International Convention.   

 



  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Incoming Governors from New Zealand and Australia with the new 
International President Fernando Gallo Freschi  



 

 
 
 
Delighted 
that 
Governor 
General Sam 
Mostyn was 
announced 
as an 
International 
Honorary 
member of 
Zonta 

International  

 

 
    
 
 
 
Key Note 

Speaker:  Sally Armstrong ; renowned journalist and global war correspondent 
and humanitarian. 



 

                        

 
             Newly installed Governors for the 2026-2028 biennium with Fernada Gallo 
Freschi 

 
 
 
 



 

 
    Day 3 Zonta Says NO Orange Out Day!   

 

 
 
 
 
The 

Three Australian Governors from Districts 22 ( Robyn Liddell),  23 (Wendy 
Quinn), 24 (Jennifer Miller),meet with our International Board Liaison (Renee 
Coppock)  



 

 
 
Farewell Dinner Celebration with Roaring 20’s Theme:  
Outgoing Governor Debbie Schmidt looks very happy to hand over to the incoming 
Governor and Lt Governor, Wendy Quinn and Jenni Foreman.  

 

Results of voting at Convention, Vancouver 2026 
Used with Permission from D22 
 
The following is to be read in conjunction with the Report of the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. 
 
The PDF that gives full details, is here (login): 
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/clubmailing
/2026/6.Reportofthe2024-2026BylawsandResolutionsCommittee.pdf 
 
In addition, the documents pertaining to the Zonta International Biennial Goals, 
the Proposed 2026-2028 Fundraising Goals and the Proposed 2026-2028 
International Project Descriptions are all on this 
page: www.zonta.org/Web/2026ClubMailing 
 
This information has been prepared by Robyn Liddell (Governor D22) . Additional 

https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/clubmailing/2026/6.Reportofthe2024-2026BylawsandResolutionsCommittee.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/myzonta/tools/membershiptools/clubmailing/2026/6.Reportofthe2024-2026BylawsandResolutionsCommittee.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Web/2026ClubMailing


notes are in blue. Thank you to Judith Anderson for checking & for supplying 
additional information. Please note: This is not the official information from Zonta 
International, which will be supplied to us in due course. 
 
The following are proposed amendments to the Bylaws of Zonta International 
  

1.   
The first amendment pertains to the Objects of 
Zonta International 
Article II Objects, (a) (add “and girls”) 

CARRIED (99.2%) 
(“and girls” will be 
added) 

2.   

The following amendment pertains to the 
differentiation between clubs and e-clubs 
Article III Policy, Section 1*, and Article XIV Section 
1 and 3 
(to remove the difference – both are Clubs) 

CARRIED (96.8%) 
(No difference 
between Clubs & E-
Clubs, both are Clubs) 

3.   

The following amendments pertain to the rights of 
supporting members. 
Article IV Members, Section 3 (b) Rights (2) 
(to remove the right of supporting Members to 
serve on committees) 

FAILED (42.3% for; 
57.9% against) 
(supporting 
Members can serve on 
committees) 

4.   

The following amendment pertains to business 
meetings and voting. 
Article VI Business Meetings and Voting, Section 3 
(In case of electronic meetings, including voting, 
the club President will automatically be 
considered as the delegate of the club unless … 
etc. See the report.) 

CARRIED(95.9%) 
(This is designed to 
make the credentialing 
process easier and 
possible at every point 
of time) 

5.   

The following amendment pertains to the 
disestablishment of the role of Zonta International 
vice president. 
Article VII Officers and Directors SECTION 1 d and 
e 

CARRIED (86%) 
(at Convention 2028, a 
VP will not be elected) 

6.   

The following amendment pertains to broadening 
the pool of candidates available for board 
positions. 
Article VII Officers and Directors SECTION 1a and 
SECTION 2a. 

CARRIED (87.2%) 
(serving on an 
International 
Committee is also a 
pathway to the ZI 
Board) 

7.   

The following amendment pertains to the number 
of directors on the International Board. 
Article VII SECTION 2 and Article VIII SECTION 1 
(reduce International Directors/Board Members 
from 7 to 6) 

CARRIED (82.6%) 
(therefore, at 
Convention 2028, 
only 6 will be elected) 

8.   

The following amendment pertains to the number 
of candidates for international director to be 
presented by the International Nominating 
Committee. 

CARRIED (96.7%) 
  
This means that, if the 
number of positions is 



Article XII Zonta International Nominating 
Committee SECTION 6 
(“convention” was changed to “elections” and “at 
least 14 candidates for election of seven directors” 
was changed to “the number of candidates shall 
be at least twice the number of directors to be 
elected”.) 

further reduced (as is 
planned under the 
Blueprint), it won’t be 
necessary to change 
this clause again. 

9.   

The following amendment pertains to the 
President-Elect serving as an adviser to the 
International Nominating Committee. 
Article XII Zonta International Nominating 
Committee SECTION 1. How Constituted. 
There was an amendment proposed to replace the 
word ‘shall’ (in “shall be entitled to vote”) to ‘must”, 
This amendment failed in a very close vote. 
There was an amendment proposed to strike out 
the words “The Zonta International President-Elect 
serves as an advisor, without a vote, to the 
committee”. This amendment failed in a very close 
vote. 
Vigorous debate occurred for and against the 
overall motion, following the lines of the ZI Board’s 
rationale, vs concerns about too much influence 
over the selection of candidates.   

FAILED (This was an 
extremely close vote; 
584 for vs 589 against) 
  
(The President-Elect 
will not serve as an 
advisor to the 
Nominating 
Committee) 
  
  

10.   

The following amendment pertains to broadening 
the pool of candidates for District nominating 
committees. 
Article XIV Districts, Section 13 Nominating 
Committee (b) 
(Those who serve at Area level are eligible to be on 
the International Nominating Committee) 

CARRIED (92.5%) 

11.   

The following amendments pertain to providing 
more flexibility to clubs for their structure and 
operations. 
Article XV Clubs, Section 4-8 and 10-12 
(There are numerous changes to Bylaws here. You 
need to look at all of these in more detail. Please 
see the Report. 
One involves having at least a President and 
Treasurer, however due to our local laws for 
Incorporated bodies, we need at least 3 Board 
Members. We can have more than 3. 
The maximum term for an office was removed. 
There was an amendment proposed for section 6 
(b) and (c) to make this a 4-year maximum. This 
amendment was defeated. 

CARRIED (75.1% for 
and 24.9% against) 
  
(After the amendments 
were dealt with, we 
voted en bloc for the 
whole motion) 



Elections are to be held at least every second year; 
however, our local laws apply, and we need an 
AGM every year. 
There was an amendment for Section 8 (b) to add 
before the existing text “The Club Board shall have 
general supervision of the affairs of the club 
provided that none of its acts shall conflict with 
action taken by the club and shall perform such 
duties … “. This amendment passed.) 

12.   

The following amendment pertains to district 
conformation to the Zonta International Bylaws. 
Article XX Amendment to Bylaws, Section 4 
(If they differ from Zonta International Bylaws, any 
other level of Zonta bylaws is deemed to be 
amended automatically) 

CARRIED (97.7% for 
and 2.3% against) 

 
The following is a proposed amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of 
Zonta International.   

  
Zonta International Articles of Incorporation 2. 
(add “and girls”) CARRIED (99.2%) 

 
The following are proposed resolutions. 

1 

RESOLUTION regarding the Women in STEM Award 
(to make it yearly & alter the eligible age. The 
budgetary implications of making it an annual award 
mean that its value will be halved) 

CARRIED (51.8%) 
  

2 

RESOLUTION regarding the Women in STEM Award 
and the Women in Business Leadership Award 
(to make these both yearly) 
(An amendment passed to make this $5,000 each per 
year) 

CARRIED (62.6%) 

3 RESOLUTION regarding the “Zonta Says NO to 
Violence against Women” Campaign (to continue this) 

CARRIED (96.2%) 

4 

RESOLUTION regarding birthing kits 
(to have a link to BKFA on the ZI website) 
(Debate against this motion echoed the ZI Board’s 
rationale in the report and this motion was 
resoundingly defeated) 

FAILED (84.7% and 
15.3% against) 
  
  

5 

RESOLUTION to declare a peace initiative by Zonta 
International 
(An amendment by the ZI Board to change ‘declare’ to 
“work towards” passed. The ZI Board then supported 
the motion) 

CARRIED (74%) 

6 
RESOLUTION regarding business meetings and voting 
(to have electronic voting for motions at Convention) 
(The debate against this motion echoed the ZI Board’s 

FAILED (81.4% 
against) 
  



 

rationale in the report and this motion was 
resoundingly defeated)   

7 

RESOLUTION regarding “Legacy membership” for 
members over the age of 85 
(An amendment to make the age 75, failed, then the 
vote for the original motion also failed) 

FAILED (78.5% 
against) 

8 

RESOLUTION regarding a pilot program for “corporate 
membership” for 2026-2028 (Debate against this 
motion included issues about reputational risk and 
concerns about undue influence if very large sums of 
money were involved) 

FAILED (51.2% voted 
against – a close vote) 
  

9 
RESOLUTION regarding Golden Z Club Membership 
(to continue the pilot to transition Golden Z Members 
into youth members of the sponsoring club) 

CARRIED (94.3%) 
  

 
The following are proposals for the 2026-2028 Biennium.  
1 Approval of the 2026-2028 Biennial Goals CARRIED (97%) 
2 Approval of the 2026-2028 Fundraising Goals CARRIED(97%) 

3 
Approval to increase Zonta International dues from US 
US$88 to US$96 effective in the second year of the 
2026-2028 Biennium (1 June 2027 to 31 May 2028) 

CARRIED (75%) 

 
The following are the proposed International Service Projects for the 2026-
2028 Biennium.  
1 Global Programme to End Child Marriage CARRIED (99.8%) 

2 
Gender Transformative Mechanism in Climate 
Adaptation (GTM): Placing gender equality at the heart 
of climate action 

CARRIED (92.4%) 

3 Laaha: A Virtual Safe Space for Women and Girls CARRIED (97.3%) 
 
DELEGATES’ CHOICE: Delegates will select one of the following two projects.  

1 

DELEGATES’ CHOICE: Standing with Afghan Women: 
Expanding Community-Led Solutions to End Gender-
Based Violence 
(Before the vote there were presentations at Convention 
on both projects, and the vote was a choice between 
the two) 

CARRIED (72%)  
  
(This will be the 
project) 

2 
DELEGATES’ CHOICE: Global Feminist Tech & 
Innovation Lab, ACT to end violence against women and 
girls 

FAILED 

 



  

 

We thank all those who attended the 
67th Zonta International Convention in Vancouver, Canada! 
 
We look forward to seeing you 
in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2028 

 

 

Fit for the Future 
 



 
 
 
Zonta 
International 
has 

identified urgent structural issues that need to be addressed to ensure Zonta 
International remains sustainable and “fit for the future”. 
  
The proposed Governance Blueprint could represent one of the most significant 
changes in Zonta’s 107-year history. Importantly, Australian members have an 
opportunity to help shape how any new structure would work in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
What is happening in Australia? 
 
Following the July 2026 Zonta International Convention, the Governors of Districts 
22, 23 and 24 formed the Fit for the Future Project: Australia Steering 
Committee. Together, these three districts represent 95 Australian Zonta clubs. 
 
The aim is to explore what a future country-based Zonta structure in 
Australia should look like and, most importantly, what it needs to provide to 
effectively support clubs, members, service and advocacy. 
 
What happens next? 



The Steering Committee will consult widely with members, clubs, District Boards, 
Lieutenant Governors, Zonta International leadership, Zonta Australia and other 
key members. 
 
Every member and every club can have a say. Feedback gathered through the 
Australian project will help inform the response provided to Zonta International.  
 
The key question is: 
What should a future Zonta Australia structure look like so that it strengthens 
our clubs, supports our members and increases our impact for women and 
girls? 
 
https://www.zonta.org/Web/My_Zonta/Governance/BluePrintForTheFuture 
 
 
 
     

 
  

https://www.zonta.org/Web/My_Zonta/Governance/BluePrintForTheFuture


 

 
 
  

 

 

MEET THE NEW BOARD FOR DISTRICT 23 2026-2028 
 



 

 
Wendy Quinn : 
Governor  
Wendy has been a 
member of Zonta for 15 
years and has been 
Club President, Vice 
President and Service & 
Advocacy Chair for the 
Hobart Derwent Club in 
Area 5, JMK 
Chairperson for D23 in 
two bienniums, as well 
as Area 5 Director, 
Lieutenant Governor 
and Chair of the D23 
Membership 
Committee.  Wendy 
continues to work in her 
consulting business 
specialising in 
transformational 

leadership.    She worked for many years as an Occupational Therapist, Health 
Service Executive and Senior Academic leading a multidisciplinary postgraduate 
leadership program.  
 
‘I look forward to leading a dynamic team of volunteers in District 23 in the next 
two years as we continue the important work of changing the lives of women and 
children throughout the world.’        
 
  



Jenni Foreman : Lieutenant Governor  
As your Lieutenant Governor for the 2026-2028 biennium I am looking forward to 
working with all of you to strengthen our membership so that together we can 
make the world a better place for women and girls. 
 
I have been a member since 1995, initially as a member of ZC Riverland and more 
recently ZC Adelaide Torrens. My grass roots passion project is promoting 
Sustainable Fashion (aligned with Zonta Says Now) and my relaxation time is spent 
rummaging in op-shops finding treasures which can be repurposed at our club 
fashion events. We promote sustainable shopping combined with enjoyable 
sipping (bubbles of course!). 
 
I have been a veterinarian for over 35 years and own a newly built and accredited 
Veterinary Hospital (Magill Village Vet). I work full time as a senior veterinarian and 
business owner caring for pets and their people. 
 
I am looking forward to working with Zonta members across District 23 this 
biennium as chair of Membership. 
 
The strategy for supporting membership and driving Zonta growth for the biennium 
is to use the excellent work undertaken by Wendy and the membership team 
during the last biennium and creating club ready resources which can be 
implemented across the district. 
I feel that there are 3 portfolios sitting within the Membership Chair which I will be 
managing 
1. Members Matter: Recruit-Retain-Renew 
2. Youth Engagement: Zonta Youth Advocacy Forum 



 

3. Club Creation: Fit for the Future 
I welcome any ideas or resources you would like to share – together we can build a 
better world for women and girls.’  

 

 
Jenny Kerr : Treasurer 
Jenny has been a 
member of the Zonta 
Club of Kyneton for 9 
years. 
 
She is a retired 
Physiotherapist and 
Ergonomist. 
 
Jenny has been a 
Business Owner for 40 
+ years.  
 
She is a passionate 
advocate for Gender 
Equality and Climate 
Action  



 

Jill Taylor:  Secretary 
Jill is a member of the 
Hobart Club.  
 
‘I joined Zonta in 1999 
and I have held all club 
officer positions and 
twice been the Area 
Director for Area 5. 
 
I am currently the 
District 23 Secretary 
having been appointed 
by Governor Wendy. 
 
In my professional 
career I have worked to 
a senior level in the 
State and 
Commonwealth 
Governments and have 
experience at local 
government level.  I 
have also worked as a 
business consultant 
and a TAFE teacher in 
project management. 
 
The positions I have occupied have been wide and varied across a number of 
sectors, resulting in me gaining expertise in public policy, government 
administration, conflict resolution, service delivery.’ 



 

 
Caroline Kettle:   Area 
1 Director  (Southern 
Victoria) 
Caroline has been a 
member of the Zonta 
Club of Melbourne on 
Yarra since 2015.  She 
has served her club in 
various leadership 
roles, including 
president, vice 
president, director and 
chair of Service and 
Advocacy committee. 
 
Recently retired, 
Caroline’s career 
spanned working as a 
health professional to 
project management 
across a range of fields 
and conducting 
performance audits. 
 

‘ I  look forward to serving in my role as Area 1 Director and hope to contribute to 
membership growth and active collaboration between clubs to increase Zonta’s 
impact.’  
 
Outside of Zonta, Caroline’s hobbies are travelling, reading, pilates, cooking, 
gardening and painting. She is the proud mother of two adult daughters and two 
grandchildren. 



 

 
Robyn Page: Area 2 
Director ( South 
Australia) 
‘It is a privilege to take 
on the role of Zonta 
District 23 Area 2 
Director for 2026–2028, 
and I am looking 
forward to working 
alongside the clubs and 
members across our 
Area 2. 
 
Zonta has been an 
important part of my life 
for the last 6 years. 
What I value most is 
that Zonta brings 
together women who 
care about their 
communities and, 
importantly, are 
prepared to turn that 
concern into action. 
Whether through 
service, advocacy, fundraising, or simply supporting one another, there is an 
incredible amount of knowledge, experience and passion within our clubs. 
 
 Every club has projects and ideas that could inspire another club, and I believe we 
can achieve much more when we continue to share our successes, challenges 
and resources. 
 
Membership will also be an important focus as we welcome women of different 
ages, backgrounds and experiences and consider flexible ways for women to 
become involved. Together, let's make Zonta more visible, more connected and 
even more effective in creating a better world for women and girls.’ 



 

 
Julie Hallifax :  Vice 
Area 2 Director (South 
Australia) 
‘After returning to Zonta 
following many years 
away, Zonta has 
become a significant 
part of my life over the 
past six years.  I have 
recently completed a 
double term as 
President of the 
Adelaide Hills Club, 
during which time our 
club has grown.’ 
 
Building on existing 
projects, Julie has also 
embraced new 
challenges, and 
deepened the impact of 
this work, 
 
‘I have learnt so much 

through this experience and hope to bring that knowledge and energy into this new 
role. I strongly support Robyn’s focus on how we tell the Zonta story. I am 
passionate about increasing our visibility and agree that we do not always share 
widely enough the incredible work we do. Strengthening our profile and building on 
the connections we have already made will be essential as we move forward.’  
 
Julie aims to work closely with Robyn to achieve their shared goals this biennium.  



 

 
 
 
Kerry Kerr:  Area 3 
Director   ( Western 
Australia) 
Kerry has been a 
member of the Zonta 
Club of Bunbury for 13 
years.    
 
“Membership of Zonta 
has given me a new 
circle of friends and 
“Fun with Purpose”, the 
mantra of our outgoing 
President Salla. Our 
Local, District and 
International Projects, 
our purpose and our 
Zonta Spirit to make 
things happen keeps me motivated and committed to my Zonta community.’ 

 
 
Naidene Parry :  Area 4 
Director ( Western and 
Northern Victoria) 
'I have been a member 
of the Zonta Club of 
Bendigo for more than 
25 years. During this 
time, I have held 
numerous Board 
positions, including two 
terms as President, as 
well as Treasurer and 
Secretary. I also served 
as Zonta District 23 
Secretary during the 
last Biennium and I am 
currently Chair of the 
D23 Conference 
Committee for the 

District Conference to be held in Bendigo in September 2027. 
 



 

As Area 4 Director one of my highest priorities will be to regularly visit and connect 
with every club within the Area. Membership recruitment and retention remain 
priorities for every club, and I will work alongside club leaders to identify practical 
solutions that reflect the unique needs of their communities and support strong, 
sustainable club operations. 
 
I look forward to building strong working relationships with the District Board and, 
most importantly, collaborating closely with the members and leaders of each 
club in Area 4 throughout the biennium.’ 

 

 
Veronika Maddock:  Area 5 
Director  (Tasmania) 
 
Veronika joined the Zonta Club of 
Storm Bay in Hobart in 2003 and 
served one term as President and one 
term as Secretary. Veronika resigned 
to pursue other interests and then 
rejoined in 2016 as a member of the 
Zonta Club of Hobart.  She has 
served 2 terms as President and one 
term as Secretary. 
 
Veronika has chaired the District 23 
By-laws and Resolutions Committee 
for the biennium 2020-2022, was a 
member of that Committee for the 
biennium 2024-2026. She is a 
member of that Committee for 2026-
2028.  
 
Veronika is a retired lawyer, having worked for the Government of Tasmania as 
Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel, drafting Government legislation.  
 
‘During the next two years I will focus on: 
Membership:       Recruiting and retaining new members 
Service:               Evaluating existing service projects to see if they are fit for purpose. 
                            Exploring possible partnerships to expand our service projects.   
                            Exploring avenues for grants and financial assistance.  
Club Creation:     Assist in the creation of the new Tamar Club 
 
 
 
 
  



 

DISTRICT LEADER APPOINTMENTS 
 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of these key District Leader 
Appointments.  Their contact details will be provided in the District Directory 
during September along with the announcement of Committee members and Area 
Representatives to support each of the areas of work.  In future editions of the 
Newsflash we will feature these District Leaders.  Join with me in thanking them for 
their service in these roles.  
  
Chair Nominating Committee:                                          
     Jane Adornetto 
Nominating Committee:                                                          
     Donna Fabris 
Nominating Committee:                                                          
     Kimberley Robbin 
Chair of the Advocacy Committee:                                         
     Nicole Sanders 
Chair of Zonta Australia:                                                          
     Bridget Mather 
Zonta Says Now Coordinator:                                                
     Carole Theobald 
Chair of By-Laws & Resolutions Committee:                        
     Susan Kerr 
Greater Visibility Coordinator:                                                
     Lucy McDonald 
Newsflash Editor:                                                                    
     Kathryn Patarica 
IT/Web Administrator:                                                              
     Sandy Nicholson 
Chair of Membership Committee:                                          
     Jennifer Foreman    
 Zonta Spirit Coordinator                                              
     Bronwen Haywood 
United Nations Coordinator                                          
     Elizabeth Wilson 
Z Clubs & Golden Z Clubs Coordinator:                      
     Tyril Houghton 
Zonta Women in Business Leadership Coordinator: 
     Linda Tinning 
Zonta Young Women in Leadership Coordinator:                
     Joanne Metzger 
Zonta Women in STEM Award Coordinator:                          
     Elizabeth Wilson 
Women Taking Climate Action Coordinator:                          



 

      Sue Lees 
Breast Cushion Project Coordinator:                                    
     Jasmine Koch 
Birthing Kit Foundation Mentor:                                            
      Julie Monis Ivett 
Birthing Kit Foundation Ambassador:                                   
     Tyril Houghton 
Parliamentarian:                                                                        
     Erica Majba 
Centurion:                                                                                  
     Ann Horrocks 
Foundation Ambassador:                                                        
     Judith Ray      
D23 Conference Chair:                                                              
     Naidene Parry 
 
  
Greater Visibility Advisors:   
     Jill Taylor, Donna Fabris, Fiona MacDoweall, Kimberley Robbins 
  
  
Vacant positions:    

1. Historian and Archivist 
2. Amelia Earhardt Fellowship Coordinator  

If you are interested in either of these positions please contact Wendy 
Quinn for more information. 
 
  Wendyjquinn54@gmail.com.   
 
  
  
What an amazing team we have!  
  
  
 

 

 

District 23 Zonta International Women Taking Climate Action Award 2026-
2028 

 

The Women Taking Climate Action Award - $1000 (WTCA) recognises women 
whose climate actions significantly contributes towards mitigating the negative 
aspects of climate change and their climate action engages with women.  
The award was created in partnership with Zonta Says Now. 
It has been voted as a District 23 project for 2024-6, and again for 2026-8. 

mailto:Wendyjquinn54@gmail.com


  
The Women Taking Climate Action Award was selected as one of six Projects of 
Inspiring Impact for the Zonta International Share Your Story Festival 2025. 
  
The award is managed for District 23 by the Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra 
(ZCMOY), 
District 23 Clubs are asked to make a financial contribution of at least $50 to 
contribute to a $1000 award, and to advertise the award to prospective applicants 
in their areas.  Please advertise award on social media, newsletters etc. 
Club Presidents will receive a letter outlining the award and request for donations. 
  
Applications are open 1st September – close 21st October 
  
Link to award information 
https://zontamelbourneonyarra.org.au/wp1/women-taking-climate-action-award-
2025/ 
Or 
Women Taking Climate Action Award 
Or 
Zonta Says Now 
Or 
https://zontasaysnow.org.au/district-23-women-taking-climate-action-award/ 
  
Enquiries :  Suzanne Lees 0400753007 sue@scanlees.au 
 
 
Sue Lees : Coordinator Women Taking Climate Action Award     
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SAVE THE DATES!! 
 

 
SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR 2027 AREA MEETINGS.... 



 

 
 
The D23 Board 2026-2028  making decisions in Hobart August 15th 
  
The D23 Board met in Hobart  August 14-16.   
We agreed on the following dates and locations for the 2027 Area Meetings: 
  
Area 1 and 4 (Victoria)                                 April 17th  2027              Melbourne's West 
Area 2 ( South Australia)                              May 1st 2027                  Adelaide 
 
Area 3 ( Western Australia)                          April 3rd 2027                  Bunbury 
Area 5 ( Tasmania)                                       March 20th 2027             Hobart     
 
  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

Founded in 1919, Zonta International is a global organisation of professionals 
empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. 
 
This is the official newsletter of Zonta International District 23. 
Governor: Wendy Quinn 

http://www.facebook.com/ZontaD23
http:///
http://www.zontadistrict23.org.au/


 

Our email address is: info@zontadistrict23.org.au  
 
Copyright © 2020 Zonta International District 23, All rights reserved. 
 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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